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TheGrowthandDevelopmentofShortStory

Thedesiretolistentostoriesisdeeplyrootedinhumancivilizationworld

over.Man,beingthesocialanimal,isalwaysinterestedinotherman’s

life.Thisfeatureofman’smindmighthavecreatedtheartofstory-

telling.Shortstoriesdatebackto oralstory-telling traditionswhich

originallyproduced epics such as Homer’s Iliad and Odyssey.Oral

narrativeswereoftentoldintheform ofrhymingorrhythmicverse,often

includingrecurringsections.Suchdevicehelpedtorecallthestories

easily.Shortsectionsofversemightfocusonindividualnarrativesthat

couldbetoldatonesitting.

Theoriginofshortstorycanbetracedbacktotheoralstory-telling

tradition.Perhapstheoldestform oftheshortstoryistheanecdote

whichwaspopularintheRomanEmpire.Atthetime,theanecdotes

functionedasakindofparablesintheRomanEmpire.Anecdoteisa

briefrealisticnarrativethatembodiesapoint.Theanecdotesremained

popularinEuropewellintothe18thcentury,whenthefictionalanecdotal

lettersofSirRogerdeCoverleywerepublished.Theanotherform close

totheshortstoryisthefable.Fables,concisetaleswithanexplicitmoral



were,saidbytheGreekhistorian,Herodotustohavebeeninventedinthe

6thcenturyBCEbyaGreekslavenamedAesop,thoughothertimesand

nationalitieshavealsobeengivenforhim.Theseancientfablesare

todayknownasinessence,theshortstoryisaliterarygenrewhich

presentsasinglesignificant

eventorasceneinvolvingalimitednumberofcharacters.Shortstories

havenosetlength.Intermsofwordcountthereisnoofficialboundary

betweenananecdote,ashortstory,andanovel.Rather,theform’slimits

aregivenbytherhetoricalandpracticalcontextinwhichagivenstoryis

producedandconsidered,sothatwhatconstitutesashortstorymay

differbetweengenres,countries,eras,andcommentators.Theshort

storyhasbeenconsideredbothanapprenticeshipfrom precedingmore

lengthyworks,andacraftedform initsownright,collectedtogetherin

booksofsimilarlength,price,anddistributionasnovels.

“Ashortstoryisabriefworkofprosefiction,andmostofthetermsfor

analysing the component elements,the types,and the narrative

techniquesofthenovelareapplicabletotheshortstoryaswell.”

The shortstory is a comparatively recentdevelopmentin English

literature.InEurope,theoralstory-tellingtraditionbegantodevelopinto

written stories in the early 14th century with Geoffrey Chaucer’s



CanterburyTalesandGiovanniBocaccio’sDecameron.Bothofthese

booksarecomposed ofindividualshortstoriessetwithin a larger

narrativestory.Attheendofthe16thcentury,someofthemostpopular

shortstories in Europe were the darkly tragic “novella’ofMatteo

Bandello7th(especiallyintheirFrenchtranslation).Themid-17centuryin

Francesaw thedevelopmentofarefinedshortnovel,the“nouvelle”by

authorslikeMadam deLafayette.Inthe1690s,traditionalfairytales

begantobepublished.Oneofthemostfamouscollectionswasby

CharlesPerrault.Theappearance ofAntoineGalland’sfirstmodern

translationoftheThousandandOneNightsorArabianNightswould

haveanenormousinfluenceonthe18thcenturyEuropeanshortstories

ofVoltaire,Diderotandothers.

Thethememeansthestory’smainideasonthemessagethewriter

intendstocommunicate.Shortstoriesoftenhavesinglethemesand

illustrateasingleideasuchastheresultofcertainactionsonbehalfof

eithertheprotagonistorantagonist.Themecanbereflectedinavariety

ofwaysthroughthestory.Themecanbeincorporatedinastorythrough

setting,clothing,musing,sounds,certain smells,things,things the

characterstouchorhold,transportationandtheoccupation,abilitiesof

thecharactersetc.

A shortstoryhasalmostallthecharacteristicsandtheelementsof



novelbuttheyareusedinashortstoryinadifferentandlimitedwayto

bringtheirgoodeffect.Ashortstoryconcentratesonasmallgroupof

characterscreatingasingleeffectormood.Itislesscomplexthanthe

novel.Usuallyashortstoryfocusesononeincident;hasasingleplot,a

singlesetting;andcoversashortspanoftime.Shortstorieshaveno

fixedlength.Theorderofexposition,conflict,intensifyingaction,crisis,

climax,resolutionetc.maychangefrom writertowriter.Inmoderntimes

suchordermayormaynotbefollowedbythewriters.Theform ofthe

shortstorycanbeusedbyeachwriterinadifferentandinnovativeway.
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